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COMMUNITY NEWS

The World Brahman Federation (WBF)
Canada celebrated Diwali on at the
Woodbine Banquet Hall, Toronto, where
Canadian Brahman families dedicated them-
selves to serve the community keeping with
the centuries old Brahmanical traditions and
spirits.

Over hundred families dressed in colour-
ful traditional Indian attire participated in
Diwali Pujan' and prayed for prosperity and
peace for the world. In his Deepawali mes-
sage, the President WBF Canada Dr. Azad
Kaushik reminded Brahmans of their tradi-
tions and their duties toward the society and
likened it to a flame as they continued to
enlighten the world like their ancestors did.

Ms. Geetika Bhardwaj, OMNI 2 televi-
sion host, who has inspired young Brahmans
towards Indian culture, civilization and
ethos, graced the occasion. Brahmans who
contributed towards the community were
also honoured on the occasion. Those hon-
oured included, Jagdish Chander Sharda
(Hindi and Sanskrit language), Amar Erry
(Vedic philosophy), Yogesh Sharma (commu-

nity leadership and Rajasthan culture), Ravi
Pandey (quality journalism), Raj Kumar
Sharma (selfless community service), and
Ms. Geetika Bhardwaj (Indian culture and
civilization). 

A colorful cultural program marked the
event, rich in snippets of wisdom by Shree
Gyanesh Paliwal, Secretary General, WBF
Canada, where a number of youth artists and
adult celebrities like Mrs. Primal Naik
enthralled the audience with a magical touch.
Hindi Poet, Surinder Pathak, recited a poem
on Deepawali  that was full of insights and
laughter. Yashowardhan and Mohini provid-
ed a youth perspective while entertaining the
audience.  Mr. Dilip Sharma and Mrs. Anshu
Paliwal ensured Deepawali festivities reflect-
ed 'Satvik' traditions of Brahmans.  Mr.
Mohan Damle, Director, WBF Canada
thanked the Brahmans for their overwhelm-
ing response and contributions to the festivi-
ties and celebrations and reminded them
about the forthcoming World Brahman
Convention (December 26-28, 2009) in
Jaipur, India. !

Mississauga: Members of Mississauga City
Council agreed to retain Public Question Period
and applied new provisions in a meeting. "There
are new provisions with respect to Question
Period which will remain in its current position
on the Council agenda," said Crystal Greer
Director of Legislative Service and City Clerk.
"Council amended the Council Procedure By-
law at the October 28 meeting, and the new
provisions take effect immediately."    

The revised Council Procedure By-law
includes:

·         Public Question Period continues to be
restricted to questions pertaining to subjects that
appear on the agenda for that specific meeting.

·         Persons addressing Council must limit
preambles to questions to a maximum of two
statements.

·         Question Period shall be limited to a
total of 15 minutes. An extension of that time
can be put to a motion, requiring a vote by a
majority of Council.

·   Where a response to a question posed to

Council is not available at the meeting, a written
response shall be provided by City staff before
the matter under discussion is finalized at
Council.

The new provisions are being implemented
on a trial basis for six months when they will be
reviewed.  The amended bylaw is available online
at www.mississauga.ca/portal/cityhall/bylaws.!
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